[image: S:\BEL-FacultyOffice\Marketing\Branding_Logos_Templates & Fonts\3. Templates\BEL\Word Docs\Rebrand\UQ Create Change Generic purple portrait template_header-01.png]
[image: S:\BEL-FacultyOffice\Marketing\Branding_Logos_Templates & Fonts\3. Templates\BEL\Word Docs\Rebrand\UQ Create Change Generic purple portrait template_header-01.png]

2027 Summer Research Project Template

	Section
	Description

	Project title
	What is recommended to communication partners? Identifying common and condition-specific strategies for communication support through a common elements analysis.

	Hours & delivery

	Hybrid. This project will commence with an in-person induction at the Herston campus. The student will have flexibility to work remotely for the remainder of their allocated hours, approximately 29 hours a week. 

	About the project 
	More than 1.2 million Australians live with a communication disability. Many acquire communication support needs as a result of conditions such as stroke, traumatic brain injury, dementia, or sensory impairments. Family members, friends and healthcare professionals often play an important role as communication partners, using strategies to support an individual’s participation and make conversations more successful and meaningful.

Most communication partner training has been developed within specific clinical populations. As a result, similar communication support strategies may be described differently across conditions, making it difficult to identify which strategies are broadly applicable, and which strategies are unique to particular needs. Understanding these shared and condition-specific strategies is important for developing more consistent, efficient, and accessible communication support resources.

This project aims to identify communication partner strategies that are common across different conditions, as well as those that are specific to particular populations. Using an existing dataset of communication partner strategies, the project will apply a common elements analysis to examine patterns across a range of communication support approaches. The student will contribute to this research by helping to analyse and organise the data, supporting the identification of key strategy elements that can inform future communication partner training, education, research and clinical practice. 


	What you'll do

	As a Summer Research Scholar, you will contribute to a project investigating communication partner strategies used to support adults with communication support needs across a range of health conditions. You will be working with an existing dataset under the guidance of the research team to help identify and organise communication support strategies reported in published and grey literature.

Key activities will include reviewing literature sources, refining a coding framework, coding and categorising communication partner strategies, and contributing to discussions about similarities and differences across conditions. You will also assist with identifying patterns within the data and helping to develop a matrix of common and condition-specific strategies. Towards the end of the project, you will contribute to summarising and interpreting findings. 

	What you'll learn
	This project will provide hands-on experience in evidence synthesis and qualitative research methods. You will develop practical skills in reviewing research literature, organising and managing research data, and applying qualitative coding techniques to identify patterns across sources. 

You will have the opportunity to work alongside experienced researchers to learn how to develop and refine a coding framework, assess coding consistency, and interpret findings from a common elements analysis. You will also gain insight into how communication support strategies are translated from research into clinical practice. This project offers experience in critical appraisal, research teamwork, data analysis and scientific communication, building skills that are valuable for future studies, research and allied health clinical practice. 

	Project outcomes 
	By the end of the project, we expect to have a structured analysis of communication partner strategies recommended for adults with communication support needs across a range of conditions. The project will produce a refined coding framework and strategy matrix that identifies strategies that are common across conditions, as well as those that are condition-specific. Findings will help highlight areas of overlap, variation, and gaps in current recommendations.  

	Who should apply? 
	This project is suitable for students of speech pathology, audiology, or other allied health disciplines with a strong interest in communication. Applicants should have successfully completed at least the equivalent of third-year undergraduate study and health research coursework, such as Health Sciences Research Discovery and Health Sciences Research Evaluation (or equivalent courses in their program) and be familiar with foundational research methods and evidence appraisal.

This project would particularly suit a student who enjoys working systematically with research data, has strong attention to detail, and is interested in contributing to research that can inform future clinical practice and communication support resources.  

	Team & supervision 
	The student will join the Conversations about Care research team, part of an MRFF-funded program focused on improving communication in Australian aged care settings. The project will be supervised by Dr Sally Zingelman.

Students will have the opportunity to engage with a multidisciplinary team of researchers with expertise in speech pathology, ageing, guideline development and health care services research. The broader team includes A/Prof Sarah Wallace, Dr Kyla Hudson, Dr Lauren Fothergill and Dr Michelle King. Weekly meetings and mentorship will provide opportunities to discuss research progress, receive feedback, and gain insight into collaborative health research. 

	Additional opportunities 
	The student will have opportunities to present their work and receive feedback from the researchers involved in the Conversations about Care project. They will also be able to engage with the broader research community through networking and team meetings within the Centre for Living Experience Research and the Queensland Aphasia Research Centre. These activities will provide exposure to multidisciplinary research. 

	Contact
	Yes, students may contact the supervisor before applying.

Direct enquiries to: Sally Zingelman ( s.zingelman@uq.edu.au )
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