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2027 Summer Research Project Template

	Section
	Description

	Project title
	What’s impacting your back pain? 

https://partners-community.uq.edu.au/get-involved/volunteer-research-study/whats-impacting-your-back-pain



	Hours & delivery

	20 hours per week. In person at St Lucia or hybrid on some occasion. 

	About the project 
	The research aims to understand what and how factors (across domains of biology, psychology, sociology and behaviour) relate to back pain.


	What you'll do

	As part of the research team, you will be involved in recruiting participants, finding strategies to reach out to minority groups, conducting phone screening and entering data. You may attend the in-person appointments and help with conducting and transcribing interviews. You may have the opportunity to observe how data is collected and how blood and saliva are processed in a wet lab. 


	What you'll learn)
	This project requires to be comfortable making phone calls and be interacting in person with the participants of the second phase of the study. Past customer service or patient facing experience would be beneficial for this role, but training will be provided. 

	Project outcomes 
	You will have the opportunity to present your work at a group meeting and strengthen research and interpersonal skills.

	Who should apply? 
	Motivated students are encouraged to apply. You will receive training for the activities you will be involved in. A keen interest in pain, neuroscience, physio research aligns with this project. 

	Team & supervision 
	A/Prof David Klyne and Dr. Manuela Besomi are investigators on this project. You will have the opportunity to interact with the broader interdisciplinary team including data scientists, physio experts etc... Your day-to-day supervisor will be Ms. Camille Thomas (MSc neuroscience research). Other team members including Mrs. Phoebe Dorgelo and Mrs. Kristine Milon will likely be involved in your supervision.

	Additional opportunities 
	You will be welcome to attend larger group meeting such as the HNU or CIPHeR meetings which are a great opportunity to see what research is being conducted in Australia.

	Contact
	Yes, students may contact the supervisor before applying.

Direct enquiries to: camillemaeva.thomas@uq.edu.au or  nih-f@uq.edu.au 
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