[image: S:\BEL-FacultyOffice\Marketing\Branding_Logos_Templates & Fonts\3. Templates\BEL\Word Docs\Rebrand\UQ Create Change Generic purple portrait template_header-01.png]

[image: S:\BEL-FacultyOffice\Marketing\Branding_Logos_Templates & Fonts\3. Templates\BEL\Word Docs\Rebrand\UQ Create Change Generic purple portrait template_header-01.png]

2027 Summer Research Project 

	Section
	Description

	Project title
	
How Does Priority Setting Happen? A Follow Up Survey of Health Research Priority Setting in Australia and New Zealand

	Hours & delivery

	Seeking a student able to commit to ~29 hours per week, over 4 days. This project is embedded in the UQ Clinical Trials Capability Team (ULTRA), in the Frazer Institute Building at Herston. All details are flexible, and can be negotiated, including preferred working days and the option of hybrid working arrangements. 

	About the project 
	Deciding what health research should be done is important. Research funding, time and expertise are limited, so identifying the questions that matter most to patients, clinicians, researchers and communities can help ensure research addresses the areas of greatest need. Our team is conducting a scoping review of Australian and New Zealand health and medical research priority setting projects. The review examines how priorities have been developed, who has been involved, the methods used to reach agreement, how priorities have been implemented, and what impact they have had. However, published papers and reports can only tell us what was reported. This follow up survey study will go directly to the researchers who led these priority setting projects to understand more about their priority setting processes. Through an online survey, we will explore their experiences of conducting priority setting, including approaches that worked well, challenges they encountered, decisions that may not have been captured in journal articles, and what happened after the priorities were identified. This Summer Research Student project role will be to analyse and interpret the findings from this survey.

	What you'll do

	You will work with the research team to analyse survey data collected from researchers who have led health and medical research priority setting projects across Australia and New Zealand. You will help organise and check the dataset, analyse closed survey responses using descriptive statistics, and examine free text responses using an appropriate qualitative approach. You will contribute to interpreting the findings and developing tables, figures and summaries for presentation and a journal article publication. Regular supervision will be provided throughout the project.

	What you'll learn)
	You will gain hands on experience analysing raw survey data, using survey tools such as Qualtrics, descriptive statistics and qualitative analysis of free text responses. You will build an understanding of survey research, including survey design, data quality, response bias and interpretation. Through reading and critically appraising relevant literature, you will also develop a deeper understanding of health research priority setting and learn how to compare new survey findings with evidence from a scoping review. The project will strengthen your skills in research interpretation, scientific writing and communicating findings clearly.

	Project outcomes 
	You will have contributed to the analysis and interpretation of a follow up survey of Australian and New Zealand researchers who have led health and medical research priority setting projects. Expected outcomes will include a cleaned and analysed dataset, summary tables and figures, and interpretation of quantitative and qualitative findings. The results will be compared with findings from the accompanying scoping review and are intended to contribute to a peer reviewed publication and conference presentations.

	Who should apply? 
	This project would suit a student interested in health research, research methods, evidence synthesis or how decisions about future research are made. Students from any health or research discipline are welcome to apply. Familiarity with descriptive statistics or qualitative analysis would be useful but is not essential, as training and supervision will be provided.  The most important qualities are curiosity, reliability, attention to detail, and an interest in making sense of research data and what the findings mean.

	Team & supervision 
	You will be supervised by Dr Claire Reilly, a Postdoctoral Research Fellow in the UQ Clinical Trials Capability Team (ULTRA). You will receive regular supervision and guidance in the analytical methods used in the project. You will also work alongside other Summer Research Students, PhD students and researchers, and take part in team meetings and activities, giving you first-hand experience of working within an active research environment.

	Additional opportunities 
	If you are interested, there will be an opportunity to contribute to a paper for publication, with the potential for co-authorship where your contribution supports it, in line with standard authorship criteria. The project may also offer a pathway into further research, including Honours or higher degree research, for students who wish to continue in this area.

	Additional requirements 

	Before accessing any research data, the student will be added to the project's human research ethics approval as a member of the research team. The student will also be required to complete Frazer Institute building induction, and UQ research integrity training.

	Contact
	Students are encouraged to contact before applying if they would like to learn more about the project. Direct enquiries to: Claire Reilly, c.reilly@uq.edu.au.  
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