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2027 Summer Research Project Template

	Section
	Description

	Project title
	Optimising stroke rehabilitation systems through improving quality, access and personalisation of hospital-based rehabilitation.

	Hours & delivery

	28-36 hours per week (11th January to 19th February 2027)
Mostly on-campus at UQ Herston campus (STARS hospital) or UQ St Lucia, with some Hybrid options possible. 

	About the project 
	Most (64%) adults with stroke report long-term disability. This summer research project will involve working across a few research projects tackling ‘rehabilitation systems’ by improving how we tailor and personalise rehabilitation therapies, improve access and quality of rehabilitation systems, and enable unique partnerships to complement hospital-based rehabilitation services (like the QLD Ballet’s Dance Rehab program). This collective body of work aims to improve outcomes for all living with stroke. Overall project questions include:
· What are the factors that influence perceived challenge of gait rehabilitation after stroke? 
· What are the experiences and needs of adults who have completed inpatient rehabilitation when establishing positive long-term health and well-being.
· What are the priorities for targeting quality of, and access to rehabilitation services? 
· What are the active ingredients of interventions targeting gait and physical activity after stroke?


	What you'll do

	· Clinical and gait lab assessments of adults with stroke 
· Systematic reviews 
· Qualitative data collection and analysis
· Preparing consumer summaries and action plans with people with lived experience of rehabilitation services


	What you'll learn 
	Clinical skills required to work with people with neurological conditions (e.g. stroke), managing data spreadsheets, systematic review methodology, qualitative data methods (e.g. running focus groups and analysing data), biomechanics and device-based measures of recovery after stroke (e.g. using accelerometers), professional skills associated with working with partnered research groups and teams (e.g. hospital-based research and clinical partners)


	Project outcomes 
	Skills in stroke health service data, gait assessments, qualitative data collection, consumer and knowledge translation outputs. 
Authorship or contributor status on peer-reviewed journal publications will be dependant upon contribution, as described by the ICMJE guidelines:  https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html 

	Who should apply? 
	Individuals who will be enrolled in their 3rd or 4th year of the undergraduate physiotherapy, occupational therapy or speech pathology program in 2027, or Masters of Physiotherapy students with a strong interest in stroke rehabilitation research and clinical outcomes should apply. 

Individuals who are professional and organised, with an interest or commitment to supporting adults with stroke, clinicians and health services towards improving quality of care and outcomes for adults with stroke are encouraged to apply. Confidence with using technology to prepare materials (e.g. flyers, marketing, reports) is desirable, but not essential. 


	Team & supervision 
	Students will be supported primarily by:
· Dr Niru Mahendran, Conjoint Research Fellow and Lecturer (The University of Queensland and Metro North Hospital and Health Services)
· Andrea Saverymuthapulle, Neurological Physiotherapist and PhD candidate, The University of Queensland
· Dr Karen McCue, Senior research assistant, STARS Education and Research Alliance 

And supported by industry partners
· Jess Riggall, Director of Physiotherapy, Redcliffe Hospital
· Haylee Kajewski, Director of Physiotherapy, STARS Hospital
· STARS Education and Research Alliance, STARS Hospital 


	Additional opportunities 
	Depending on student skills, contributions and interests, there may be potential to be involved in other projects, networking events and research activities.

	Additional requirements 

	As this work requires work on-site at a hospital there will be immunisation requirements similar to what is required in clinical programs within the School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences (https://my.uq.edu.au/information-and-services/manage-my-program/immunisation-and-disease-screening/student-immunisation-requirements/allied-health) 

	Contact
	(Yes), students (may) contact the supervisor before applying.

Direct enquiries to: Dr Mahendran, n.mahendran@uq.edu.au 
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