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2027 Summer Research Project Template

	Section
	Description

	Project title
	Nothing about us without us? A cross-sectional survey of consumer and community involvement in Australian clinical trials.

	Hours & delivery

	Seeking a student able to commit to ~29 hours per week, over 4 days. Project is embedded in the UQ Clinical Trials Capability Team, in the Frazer Institute Building at Herston. All details are flexible, and can be negotiated, including preferred working days and the option of hybrid working arrangements. 

	About the project
	Consumer and community involvement (CCI) means people with lived experience of a health condition helping to shape research, rather than only taking part in it. It is widely encouraged in Australia, but we know little about how often it happens in clinical trials, or what it involves in practice.

Our team recently reviewed how involvement was reported in Australian randomised controlled trials published in 2002, 2012 and 2022. We found that reporting has increased but remains uncommon and is often too brief to tell who was involved, how, or to what effect. That review could only capture what was written in published papers, not what researchers actually did.

This project is the next step: a national survey of the authors of those trials, asking what involvement they undertook, why it was or was not reported, and what helped or hindered it. As a summer research student, you will help analyse the survey responses, working with both numerical data and written comments from trial authors across Australia. Your work will help build a fuller picture of what CCI in Australian trials looks like in practice, and inform how it can be better supported and reported in future. You will join a research team focused on strengthening the involvement of consumers and communities in health research.

	What you'll do

	You will contribute to analysing the survey data collected from the authors of Australian clinical trials. Working alongside the research team, you will help organise and check the dataset, analyse the closed (descriptive statistics) and free-text (content analysis) survey responses. You will also help compare what authors reported in the survey with information recorded in our earlier review, and contribute to preparing the tables, figures and summaries that communicate the findings. You will be supported throughout, with guidance on each method, and will take part in regular team meetings to discuss progress, interpret results, and share your own perspective on what the data show.

	What you'll learn 
	You will gain practical experience in analysing real research data, including managing and summarising survey data, calculating and presenting descriptive statistics, and qualitative content analysis of free-text responses. You will learn how quantitative and qualitative findings can be combined to answer a research question. You will also gain an understanding of CCI, an area of growing importance in all disciplines of health and medical research. Beyond technical skills, you will see how a research team works, from analysis through to preparing findings for publication, and will strengthen transferable skills in critical thinking, attention to detail, and clear communication of results. 

	Project outcomes 
	By the end of the project, you will have contributed to the analysis of a national survey of CCI practice amongst Australian clinical triallists. The findings are intended for publication in a peer-reviewed journal article and presentation at conferences. You will have produced analytical outputs, such as summary tables and infographics for slidedecks and conference posters.

	Who should apply? 
	This project would suit a student interested in research, and in how clinical trials can better partner with people with lived experience. The project is “ology-agnostic” so students from all health disciplines are welcome to apply. Familiarity with descriptive statistics and an interest in content analysis will both be helpful, but support and orientation will be provided. The most important qualities are curiosity, reliability, attention to detail, and a willingness to learn. Students who enjoy careful, systematic work and who communicate clearly will do well.

	Team & supervision 
	You will be supervised by Dr Bec Jenkinson, Senior Research Fellow in the UQ Clinical Trials Capability (ULTRA). You will join a research team focused on strengthening CCI  in randomised controlled trials. You will receive regular supervision and guidance in the specific analytical methods used in the project. You will also work alongside other Summer Research Students, PhD students and researchers, and will be welcomed into the team's meetings and activities, giving you a supported introduction to working in a research environment.

	Additional opportunities 
	If you are interested, there will be an opportunity to contribute to a paper for publication, with the potential for co-authorship where your contribution supports it, in line with standard authorship criteria. The project may also offer a pathway into further research, including Honours or higher degree research, for students who wish to continue in this area.

	Additional requirements 

	Before accessing any research data, the student will be added to the project's human research ethics approval as a member of the research team. The student will also be required to complete Frazer Institute building induction, and UQ research integrity training.

	Contact
	Yes, students are encouraged to contact the supervisor before applying.

Direct enquiries to: Bec Jenkinson (r.jenkinson@uq.edu.au) 
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