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2027 Summer Research Project Template

	Section
	Description

	Project title
	The Prepare Project: Preparing for and responding to emergencies for people with communication disability

	Hours & delivery

	Up to 36 hours (6 hours per week for 6 weeks, or equivalent). Predominantly remote/online. In person, observation of emergency preparedness workshops at various locations in Brisbane/Gold Coast, as available.

	About the project 
	
People living with disabilities are four times more likely to die or be injured during a natural disaster emergency such as a bushfire or flood. The Prepare Project is delivering emergency preparedness workshops with and for people with communication disability, and their supporters. The workshops help participants identify their strengths and support needs, understand the level of risk in their local environment, make an emergency plan, and communicate their plan with their supporters and local authorities. We will evaluate the acceptability and effectiveness of these workshops. 

	What you'll do

	The successful research scholar will assist with workshop organisation, delivery and evaluation. You will have the opportunity to observe the workshops and collect evaluation data from participants with communication support needs. 

	
	You will learn about participation action research, workshop delivery, research ethics and data collection methods. You will be provided training to support data collection with participants who have communication support needs.

	Project outcomes 
	We will collect data regarding the acceptability and effectiveness of emergency preparedness workshops.

	Who should apply? 
	Students with an interest in communication, communication accessibility, disability, health equity, disaster preparedness, and/or climate change mitigation are encouraged to apply.

	Team & supervision 
	Dr Sam Harvey, speech pathologist and researcher at the Queensland Aphasia Research Centre.

	Additional requirements 

	Participation in research activities including data collection is contingent on ethics approval.

	Contact
	Yes, students may contact the supervisor before applying.

Direct enquiries to:  sam.harvey@uq.edu.au
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