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2027 Summer Research Project Template

	Section
	Description

	Project title
	Exploring the assessment and management of temporomandibular disorders  

	Hours & delivery

	The project will be for 6 weeks, up to 36 hours per week. 
The successful applicants will be able to work remotely with regular meetings with the project team. 

	About the project 
	Temporomandibular disorders (TMDs) are common musculoskeletal conditions that affect the jaw joint and surrounding muscles. People with TMDs often experience pain, jaw clicking, jaw locking, and problems with everyday activities such as eating, talking and yawning. This can have significant impacts on individuals’ quality of life. Although TMDs affect about 1 in 10 people, many questions remain about how best to assess and manage these conditions in practice. Patients and clinicians alike often report challenges diagnosing TMDs, navigating the healthcare system, and knowing how to improve symptoms and function long term. Of those living with a TMD, about 1 in 5 go on to develop persistent pain and disability. 
This project is part of a broader program of research aiming to improve care for people with TMDs. Working alongside researchers from UQ and their national and international collaborators, you will contribute to research that explores important clinical questions and helps build the evidence needed to improve patient outcomes.

	What you'll do

	Throughout this project, you will gain hands-on practical research experience and contribute to work that has real potential to influence clinical practice in the TMD space. You will work closely with the research team and will receive training and support to participate in a range of research activities, including reviewing existing evidence, gathering and analysing data, writing, and discussing findings. You will actively participate in discussions with the research team and their collaborators, and gain insight into how research projects are planned, coordinated, and delivered. Depending on the stage of development, there may also be opportunities to contribute to research outputs relating to this project, such as reports, public- and clinician-facing resources, and peer-reviewed journal publications.

	What you'll learn 
	This project will provide you with the opportunity to develop new research and collaboration skills, strengthen your existing knowledge of evidence-based practice, and improve your critical thinking. Through the activities outlined above, you will strengthen your ability to systematically gather and critically evaluate information, work with and interpret different types of research data, and communicate research findings clearly and succinctly to a range of audiences. Through participation in the broader research team, you will gain insight into how researchers and collaborators work together to address clinically relevant questions and translate findings into practice. Importantly, this project will provide you with valuable insight into various stages of the research process, from data collection and analysis to progressing toward publication and dissemination. 

	Project outcomes 

	By the end of the 6 weeks, you will have contributed to an active research project focused on TMDs and their management. Outputs may include literature reviews, analysed data, research summaries, reports, educational resources, and contributions to scholarly manuscripts. The work undertaken during the project will contribute to a broader program of research aimed at improving understanding and management of TMDs. Project findings may be disseminated through peer-reviewed publications, conference presentations, and other research outputs, and opportunities to be involved in dissemination activities will be offered where appropriate.

	Who should apply? 
	This project is particularly well suited to health professional students from any year level who are interested in musculoskeletal health, pain, rehabilitation, and evidence-based practice. Students who are motivated, reliable and keen to develop their research skills in a supportive team environment are welcome. Strong attention to detail and the ability to work both independently and collaboratively will be valuable. While previous knowledge about TMDs and research methods through coursework or extra-curricular opportunities will be helpful, it is not a requirement. Training will be provided for all activities. 

	Team & supervision 
	The project will be primarily supervised by Dr Alana Dinsdale, Lecturer in Physiotherapy at UQ. Alana will provide regular guidance and mentorship throughout the project. You will also have opportunities to work with other students involved in the project and engage with members of the broader research team within the UQ Neck and Head Research Unit, as well as national and international collaborators. All project activities, including meetings, can be completed online, offering flexibility while maintaining regular engagement and support.

	Additional opportunities 
	Depending on the stage of the project, there may be opportunities for students to contribute to the preparation of peer-reviewed journal manuscripts or similar scholarly outputs, with authorship considered in accordance with the nature and extent of contributions. 

	Contact
	Yes, students may contact the supervisor before applying.

Direct enquiries to: alana.dinsdale@uq.edu.au





	The University of Queensland Brisbane QLD 4072 Australia
	E	employability@uq.edu.au
W	employability.uq.edu.au
	
	ABN: 63 942 912 684
CRICOS PROVIDER NUMBER 00025B



	CRICOS Provider 00025B • TEQSA PRV12080
	1



image1.png
THE UNIVERSITY
OF QUEENSLAND | CREATE CHANGE
AUSTRALIA




