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2027 Summer Research Project - ULTRA
	Section
	Description

	Project title
	More than Just Subjects: A Scoping Review of Children and Adolescent’s Participation in Qualitative Studies Related to Australian-led Paediatric Randomised Controlled Trials 

	Hours & delivery

	This project will require a commitment of 32-36 hours per week.
The position is hybrid, 40 hours per fortnight on campus at the Frazer Institute, Herston (Mondays, Tuesdays and alternate Fridays, 9am-5pm). Additional hours can be worked from home.

	About the project 
	Children and adolescents are often under-represented in health and medical research, including randomised controlled trials (RCTs). It has been proposed that qualitative methods can help address key RCT challenges, such as improving participation of under-represented groups. Despite longstanding and widespread awareness of these benefits, there is limited integration of qualitative methods into RCTs that are led by investigators in Australia. Adoption of qualitative research with young people in Australia is even more limited with a recent scoping review finding that just 82 of 640 qualitative studies linked to Australian RCTs (2000-2025) focused on paediatric populations. 
This project involves a secondary analysis of a purposefully selected subset of studies from the original scoping review. This secondary analysis will address a question that is distinct from the original review, aiming to describe the participants, aims, methods and contributions of qualitative studies related to paediatric Australian RCTs, 2000-2026. 
Objectives are:
1. To describe the characteristics of qualitative studies associated with paediatric Australian RCTs.
2. To ascertain whether these qualitative studies made contributions to RCTs beyond the intended contributions identified through the original scoping review.
3. To identify and synthesise strategies for involving children and adolescents in RCTs through qualitative methods.

	What you'll do

	
As a summer research student, you will assist with updating the screening and data extraction for this secondary analysis.
1. Screening: an updated literature search will be undertaken by a University of Queensland librarian and uploaded to Covidence. You will be provided with support to use this software for screening these potentially eligible additional publications based on clear inclusion/exclusion criteria.
2. Data extraction: you will extract data from eligible articles identified through the updated search and screening process. This will involve reading the publications and extracting key information related to the objectives above into an Excel spreadsheet. 

	What you'll learn 
	
Through this project, you will learn about scoping reviews, and how these are different to meta-analyses and other systematic reviews. You will learn how to use Covidence for reviews and how to screen for eligible articles and identify and extract key study information. Through reading publications and extracting data, you will also obtain a broad overview of paediatric health research undertaken in Australia and an understanding of the contributions that qualitative research can make to RCTs.

	Project outcomes 
	The primary outcome of this project will be a manuscript outlining background, methods, results and implications from this secondary analysis and updated search of qualitative studies linked to paediatric Australian RCTs, 2000- 2026. You will have the option of being included as a co-author on this manuscript, which will be submitted for consideration for publication.

	Who should apply? 
	This project will require attention to detail, patience, persistence, and the capacity to rapidly identify and categorise relevant textual information.
The project looks broadly at paediatric health research in Australia, including medical, allied health and prevention and promotion interventions and initiatives. It will, therefore, be of particular interest to students considering paediatric specialisations and those attracted to interprofessional models of working. The project is focused specifically on the inclusion of children and adolescents in health research. Students who are passionate about social justice may find this project engaging and meaningful.

	Team & supervision 
	Dr Kate Aitchison is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow in The University of Queensland’s ULTRA Team, enhancing UQ clinical trials capability. Dr Aitchison’s role focuses on enhancing the design, conduct and translational potential of RCTs through qualitative research. For this project, Dr Aitchison will provide weekly supervision sessions and will be available to support the student on Mondays, Tuesdays and alternate Fridays. 
The project team include Dr Nathalia Costa, a Senior Postdoctoral Research Fellow in the ULTRA team, and Professor Nadine Foster, a National Health and Medical Research Centre (NHMRC) Leadership Fellow, Academic Director of the University of Queensland’s Clinical Trials Centre, and Affiliate of the Centre for Innovation in Pain and Health Research.

	Additional opportunities 
	You will have the option of being included as a co-author on the manuscript resulting from this secondary analysis. 

	Additional requirements 

	
You will attend a workplace health and safety orientation in our location. You will receive informal training and complete self-paced online training in the use of Covidence software. Literature regarding qualitative research in RCTs will be provided for you to read at the beginning of the program. Access to this software will be provided for the duration of the summer program.


	Contact
	Students may contact the supervisor before applying.

Direct enquiries to Dr Kate Aitchison: k.aitchison1@uq.edu.au
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