UQ Winter Research Project Description - 2026

	Project title: 
	Factors Influencing Engagement in Early Intervention Services: A Scoping Review to Inform Paediatric Hearing Service Modelling

	Hours of engagement & delivery mode
	Number of students: 1-2
Duration of the project: 4 weeks during 29 June – 24 July 2026
Hours of engagement: ~ 30 hours per week; can be negotiated 

Engagement/ delivery mode: The project will be offered in a hybrid format. Initial training and planning sessions will occur in person (St Lucia campus), with flexibility for remote work for screening and data extraction tasks.

	Description:
	Early intervention (EI) services play a critical role in supporting developmental outcomes for children with health and developmental needs, including children who are deaf or hard of hearing. However, engagement with early intervention services varies widely across populations. Factors influencing engagement may include child characteristics, family factors, service system design, geographic location, and socioeconomic context.

Understanding which factors influence engagement in early intervention is essential to inform service planning and workforce design. This Winter Research Scholar project forms part of a larger multi-phase research program examining patterns of engagement in paediatric hearing early intervention services in Queensland. Findings from this scoping review will inform the variable selection and conceptual framework for a subsequent multivariate modelling study using a large clinical database.

The aim of this project is to systematically map and synthesise existing literature examining factors associated with engagement, participation, retention, or attrition in early intervention services for children.

A scoping review methodology will be used in accordance with the Joanna Briggs Institute (JBI) framework. The review will:
· Identify the populations studied (e.g., developmental disability, hearing loss, neurodevelopmental conditions);
· Map reported predictors of engagement (e.g., demographic, clinical, psychosocial, service-level);
· Identify how engagement has been defined and measured;
· Identify gaps in the literature.

The student will work closely with the supervisory team to refine eligibility criteria, screening processes, and data extraction templates. The findings will inform a conceptual model of engagement relevant to paediatric hearing early intervention.


	Expected learning outcomes and deliverables:
	Students will gain hands-on experience in:
· Designing and implementing a scoping review;
· Developing search strategies;
· Title/abstract and full-text screening using systematic review software;
· Data extraction and evidence mapping;
· Synthesising quantitative and qualitative findings;
· Contributing to a peer-reviewed manuscript.


	Suitable for:
	This project is suitable for:
· Undergraduate students in their 3rd or 4th year of study
· Postgraduate coursework students
Applicants should have:
· Strong academic writing skills;
· Attention to detail;
· Interest in paediatric health, early intervention, or health services research;
Students from health and rehabilitation sciences, psychology, and public health are encouraged to apply.


	Primary Supervisor:
	Dr Monique Waite and Dr Rebecca Armstrong

	Further info:
	Applicants are welcome to contact Dr Monique Waite at m.waite@uq.edu.au prior to submitting an application to discuss suitability and expectations.



