UQ Winter Research Project Description

	Project title: 
	Student experiences and perspectives of participating in a student-led occupational therapy paediatric special interest group. 


	Hours of engagement & delivery mode
	The project will be for 4 weeks, up to 36 hours per week. 
The successful applicant will be able to work remotely with regular meetings with the project team. 


	Description:
	As occupational therapy students prepare to enter practice, many report uncertainty about how ready they feel to work within contemporary service contexts such as the NDIS, where expectations of new graduates and models of workplace support continue to evolve. With traditional graduate support structures changing, there is a growing need to explore new ways universities can support the development of professional skills and practice readiness before graduation. One potential approach is the use of student-led special interest groups and communities of practice, where students with shared clinical interests learn through peer discussion, reflection, and shared problem-solving. While communities of practice are well established in professional settings, there is limited research examining how student-led models may support occupational therapy students during this transition. This study introduces a student-led paediatric occupational therapy special interest group and community of practice, with a focus on students’ experiences of participation and the perceived impact on their preparedness for practice and professional skill development as they transition into graduate roles.


	Expected outcomes and deliverables:
	The Winter Research Scholar will work with the research team to explore interview data that has been collected in earlier stages of the project. This may include reading, transcribing and analysing data and writing up aspects of the project. The Winter Research Scholar will gain important insights about paediatric occupational therapy practice and special interest group leadership.

Importantly, they will be included as co-authors on the publication/s that arise from this project. 


	Suitable for:
	Students at any stage in their program will be considered, especially those who have already undertaken courses during their programs in qualitative research methods. 

	Primary Supervisor:

	Jodie Copley, Brittany Williams and Jessica Thackeray

	Further info:
	Please contact the supervisor if you would like more info or to discuss j.copley@uq.edu.au; b.williams@uq.edu.au; j.thackeray@uq.edu.au 




