UQ Winter Research Project Description - 2026


	Project title: 
	"Beyond Professional Practice: Understanding how speech pathology students become reflective practitioners and lifelong learners"

	Hours of engagement & delivery mode
	· Number of scholars: 2
· Duration of the project: 4 weeks between 29 June – 24 July 2026.
· Hours of engagement: 36 hours per week
· Engagement/Delivery Mode: The successful scholars will be able to work in a hybrid model of working including remote and on-site activities.

	Description:
	Since the publication of the Professional Standards for Speech Pathologists in Australia (Speech Pathology Australia, 2020), the speech pathology discipline at The University of Queensland has revised the curriculum for both undergraduate and graduate entry masters programs. These revised programs focus on the development of students’ competencies and skills across all three domains in these Professional Standards: (1) Professional Conduct; (2) Reflective Practice and Lifelong Learning; (3) Speech Pathology Practice. 

This study focuses on Domain 2 in the Professional Standards and aims to explore the impact of the implementation of the revised speech pathology programs on the development of students as reflective lifelong learners. Specifically, this project aims to: 
· examine the breadth and depth of reflective practice skills of speech pathology students throughout the academic program; 
· explore the impact and role of time in the development of these skills; and 
· compare students’ perceptions of the development of their reflective practice and lifelong learning skills before they transition into the profession.

	Expected learning outcomes and deliverables:
	In this project, you will work closely with the research team to address the research aims and explore how speech pathology students develop reflective practice and lifelong learning skills. 

As a research scholar, you will help with quantitative and qualitative data analysis and write up of a research manuscript that includes key findings relevant to speech pathology students and the profession of speech pathology. 

Based on your interest, you may be provided with access to research networks and connections with other academic staff and students and have an opportunity to contribute to research outputs, including peer-reviewed publications and oral presentations at the end of your project. 

	Suitable for:
	This project is open to applications from: 
· 2026 3rd and 4th year students from the Bachelor of Speech Pathology (Honours) program; and 
· 2026 1st and 2nd year students from the Master of Speech Pathology Studies program. 

We are seeking motivated scholars with excellent organisational and written communication skills. Applicants should have an interest in qualitative and quantitative research methodologies. Prior research experience is desirable. 

	Primary Supervisor:

	Dr Adriana Penman and Dr Felipe Retamal Walter

	Further info:
	Any student interested in the in the project can seek further information from Dr Adriana Penman (adriana.penman@uq.edu.au) and Dr Felipe Retamal Walter (f.retamalwalter@uq.edu.au) prior to submitting an application.



