UQ Winter Research Project Description - 2026

	Project title: 
	Understanding Late Treatment Effects and Swallowing Challenges After Head and Neck Cancer

	Hours of engagement & delivery mode
	20–36 hrs/week for 4 weeks; hybrid; St Lucia Campus + Centre for Functioning & Health Research (PA Hospital)

	Description:
	This project contributes to a broader research program focused on understanding late effects following treatment for head and neck cancer, particularly persistent swallowing difficulties and internal tissue changes that significantly impact long-term quality of life. The student will undertake structured literature review work, evidence mapping, and foundational analysis to identify current knowledge gaps in post-treatment dysphagia, internal lymphoedema, and related survivorship outcomes. This preparatory work will support the design of upcoming clinical studies investigating innovative approaches to improving function and quality of life for this population.

	Expected learning outcomes and deliverables:
	Students will gain experience in evidence synthesis, critical appraisal, and academic writing through completing a structured literature review and evidence map. They will develop skills in searching scientific databases, organising research findings, and summarising key themes relevant to late effects and swallowing disorders in head and neck cancer. Deliverables may include contribution to a written literature review, an evidence summary table, and a brief presentation of key findings to the research team.

	Suitable for:
	Suitable for students in speech pathology are encouraged to apply. Applicants should have strong written communication skills, an interest in cancer survivorship or swallowing disorders, and the ability to work independently.

	Primary Supervisor:

	Dr Rebecca Packer and A/Prof Laurelie Wishart

	Further info:
	For further information, please contact laurelie.wishart@health.qld.gov.au Students are welcome to make contact prior to applying.



