UQ Winter Research Project Description - 2026

	Project title: 
	Neural correlates of speech subsystems and their relation to speech production 

	Hours of engagement & delivery mode
	28 – 36 hrs per week by discussion, 4 weeks (29 Jun – 24 Jul 2026). The successful applicant will be able to work remotely with regular meetings with the primary supervisor. 


	Description:
	Accurate speech production requires highly coordinated movements across the respiratory, phonatory and articulatory subsystems. Given this coordination, it is likely that the key brain areas involved in speech production would contain converging representations of the speech subsystems. No study to date, however, has directly compared converging representations of the speech subsystems in the brain to the speech network. This aim of this study is to conduct a meta-analysis of existing literature to identify regions of high convergence across speech subsystems and compare these regions to the speech network.

A preliminary analysis has already been completed. The role of the winter scholar will be to conduct an updated literature search to identify relevant articles published since 2020, screen articles for inclusion, and extract data. The scholar will also be involved in discussions about the data, analysis, and presentation of findings.


	Expected learning outcomes and deliverables:
	Scholars can expect to become familiar with the neural control of speech production. In addition, scholars will gain core research skills, such as literature searching and data management, that can be applied broadly in other contexts. The scholar will be included on any publications arising from the work.


	Suitable for:
	Suitable for all students with excellent attention to detail, and an interest in communication sciences/speech pathology. Previous experience in research is not required.

	Primary Supervisor:

	Dr Elaine Kearney


	Further info:
	Please contact the supervisor if you would like more info or to discuss elainekatrina.kearney@uq.edu.au



