UQ Winter Research Project Description - 2026


	Project title: 
	Mapping Australian Health Research: A Scoping Review of Research Priority Setting

	Hours of engagement & delivery mode
	The successful candidate will be engaged in the project for approximately 30 hours per week during the period 29 June to 24 July 2026. The project will be delivered in a hybrid mode, incorporating both on-site collaboration (UQCCR, Herston) and remote participation (negotiable with the applicant).


	Description:
	Background
Australia invests approximately $9.5 billion annually on health and medical research. Historically, these research agendas have been researcher-led, often resulting in a misalignment with the practical needs of patients and clinicians. This discrepancy is a primary driver of ‘research waste’ and highlights a critical need for authentic, participatory priority setting. While rigorous collaboration with research end-users (consumers and clinicians) is increasingly valued in health research, little is known about the actual approaches taken across Australia.
Aim & Hypothesis
The aim of this project is to map research priority setting in Australian research. We hypothesize that current approaches are inconsistent and that transparency regarding the involvement of research end-users remains a significant gap. 
Approach
This research will adhere to the Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis extension for Scoping Reviews (PRISMA-ScR) approach. The scholar will support the team in executing a comprehensive systematic search of published literature to characterise how research priorities have been set by Australian researchers.


	Expected learning outcomes and deliverables:
	The successful candidate will gain advanced evidence synthesis skills and hands-on experience within a high-performing research environment. Through this project, the scholar will:
· Master systematic information retrieval: develop technical proficiency in navigating research databases 
· Utilise research software: gain experience using Covidence for systematic article screening and EndNote for citation management.
· Manage data extraction & data analysis: contribute to the detailed extraction and structured organisation of findings
· Develop research rigour: build capacity in critical appraisal, research integrity, and the practical application of reporting checklists, specifically the PRISMA-ScR framework.
Deliverables: The student will produce a summary report of findings. This project offers a clear pathway for the scholar to be credited as a contributor to a high-impact, peer-reviewed journal publication 


	Suitable for:
	Suitable for: This project is open to applications from motivated UQ undergraduate and postgraduate students from a range of disciplines.

Applicants should:
· Possess strong written and verbal communication skills.
· Demonstrate excellent organisational skills and attention to detail.
· Be proactive and capable of working both independently and as part of a collaborative team.
· Have an interest in the 'science of research' and improving how we align evidence with clinician, consumer and community needs


	Primary Supervisor:

	Dr Bec Jenkinson, co-supervision with Ms Claire Reilly
	

	Further info:
	Students are encouraged to contact the supervisor prior to submitting an application to discuss their suitability and ask any questions about the project. For further information about this project, please contact: r.jenkinson@uq.edu.au. 




