UQ Winter Research Project Description - 2026


	Project title: 
	Shaping the Future of Home Modification Practice: Developing an International Competency Framework for Occupational Therapists

	Hours of engagement & delivery mode
	Number of students: Two scholars, ideally from disciplines within SHRS, OT students preferred given area of practice.
Duration of the project: 4 weeks (full duration of winter program)
Hours of Engagement: ~ 30 hours per week
Engagement/Delivery Mode: Both hybrid and online arrangements will be possible with this project.

	Description:
	Home modifications represent a rapidly expanding area of practice internationally, yet there is currently no comprehensive competency framework to guide education, workforce development, and capability progression in this field. Existing documents - such as the American Occupational Therapy Association’s Home Modification Competencies for Occupational Therapy Assistants (AOTA, 2020), Enable New Zealand’s Competency Framework Complex housing (Enable New Zealand, 2014), and the UK Competence Framework for Trusted Assessors (Winchcombe & Ballinger, 2005) - vary widely in purpose, depth, and target audience. Foundational texts such as An Occupational Therapist’s Guide to Home Modification Practice (Ainsworth & de Jonge, 2019) provide comprehensive guidance on home modification reasoning and processes, but like other professional resources, they do not constitute a competency framework nor define graduated capability expectations across experience levels.

In Australia, the Occupational Therapy Australia Capability Framework provides general practice guidance but explicitly notes that it is not a competency document (Occupational Therapy Australia, 2021). As a result, significant gaps remain in how universities, professional bodies, and employers prepare practitioners at various stages of development - from novice to expert. Clinicians have begun identifying practice-based competencies informally, but these have not been systematically verified or compared against international standards. There is a clear need to consolidate and synthesise global competency expectations to inform curriculum design, professional development pathways, and workforce planning.

Aim
To develop a comprehensive and internationally informed set of home modification competencies that accurately reflect the knowledge, skills, and capability requirements across the continuum of practice, from novice to expert.

Methodology
A structured environmental scan and scoping review will be conducted to identify and synthesise existing home modification competency frameworks and related capability documents from international academic and grey literature. Following recognised scoping review methodology, the process will involve systematic searching, screening, data extraction, and thematic synthesis of competency statements. Extracted competencies will be consolidated and mapped across levels of practice to generate an evidence-informed preliminary competency set to underpin future validation through a Delphi study.
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	Expected learning outcomes and deliverables:
	Expected Learning Outcomes
By completing this project, students will:
1. Conduct a complete scoping review, including search strategy development, database searching, screening, charting, critical comparison, and synthesis according to recognised methodological frameworks.
2. Develop an understanding of international home-modification competency standards, their scope, purpose, and applicability across the OT career span.
3. Strengthen skills in data extraction, thematic categorisation, and competency mapping.
4. Contribute to the foundational materials for a future Delphi study, gaining insight into how professional consensus is generated.
5. Improve academic writing and knowledge translation skills, producing outputs suitable for research teams, educators, and professional stakeholders.

Expected Student Deliverables
1. Environmental Scan Summary
A concise overview of existing international competency documents, organisations, and training frameworks.
2. Scoping Review
A complete review including search strategy, screening outcomes, data extraction table, and thematic summary.
3. Preliminary Competency List
 A refined, organised competency set synthesised from the scoping review findings, formatted for use in Round 1 of the Delphi Study.
4. Final Summary
A short-written report OR a brief presentation/infographic that summarises the key findings and the draft competency list for supervisory and stakeholder review.

	Suitable for:
	Suitable for later-year SHRS students (3rd–4th year undergraduate or 1st-2nd year GEM) students with an interest in research, home modifications, housing, or environmental design.

	Primary Supervisor:

	Dr Melanie Hoyle (primary supervisor), Ms Elizabeth Ainsworth, & Dr Desleigh de Jonge.

	Further info:
	Further information can be sought from Dr Melanie Hoyle – m.hoyle@uq.edu.au. It is not a requirement to contact the supervisory team prior to applying.






