UQ Winter Research Project Description - 2026


	Project title: 
	Legal Vocabulary and Youth Justice: Developing an Evidence-Informed Tool 

	Hours of engagement & delivery mode
	For the Winter program, students will be engaged for 4 weeks only.
Hours of engagement are 25 hours (negotiable but must be between 20-36 hours). Project will be offered hybrid.


	Description:
	Up to 90% of young people in custody have speech, language, and communication needs, yet they are expected to navigate a justice system filled with complex legal terms. In Queensland, the Legal Vocabulary Screen is used in Youth Justice but there are no current norms for comparing. Our project is addressing this gap by understanding how well typically developing adolescents understand legal concepts, and comparing this knowledge with that of young people who have offended. By strengthening the Legal Vocabulary Screen used by Queensland Youth Justice speech-language pathologists, we aim to build an evidence-based tool that supports fairer, more accessible justice. The summer scholar will help shape this research through literature reviews, data entry, data transcribing and scoring.



	Expected learning outcomes and deliverables:
	Scholars will gain skills in literature review searching and writing, as well as skills in vocabulary test scoring and analysis. Scholars will be actively involved in transcribing vocabulary assessments and data entry. Scholars may also have the opportunity for building networks and collaborations with speech pathologists in Youth Justice. 



	Suitable for:
	All students are welcome to apply

	Primary Supervisor:

	
Dr Rebecca Armstrong

	Further info:
	Please contact Rebecca (rebecca.armstrong@uq.edu.au) if further information is required before applying.





